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MLA-9 In-Text Citations 
In addition to having a works cited or reference page, you must also cite the author in-text, following 

the quotation or paraphrased statement. If you are quoting directly from the text, be sure to include 

the page number or numbers that the work appeared on. For your convenience, we have included 

page numbers for the MLA Style Guide 9th Edition (MLA). 

An in-text citation begins with the shortest piece of information that directs your reader to the entry in 

the works-cited list. Thus, it begins with whatever comes first in the entry: the author’s name or the 

title/description of the work. The citation can appear in prose or in parentheses. 

Work with one author (MLA 230) 

If the works-cited-list entry begins with an author’s name and you are citing the author in your prose, 

give the full name at first mention and the last name alone thereafter. If the entry includes the 

author’s middle initial, you may omit it in your prose. When relevant, an in-text citation also has a 

second component: if a specific part of a work is quoted or paraphrased and the work includes a 

page number, line number, time stamp, or other indicator of the place in the work where the 
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Work with three or more authors (MLA 232-233) 

If the source has three or more authors, the entry in the works-cited list begins with the first author’s 

name followed by et al. If you refer to the coauthors in your prose rather than in a parenthetical 

citation, you may list all the names or provide the name of the first collaborator followed by “and 

others” or “and colleagues.” In a parenthetical citation, list the last name of the first author and et al. 

Citation in prose: 

Raymond Nickerson and colleagues argue that the truth value of statements—their premises and 

conclusions—is one factor that affects how people are persuaded by arguments (135). 

Parenthetical citation (last names only): 

The authors argue that the truth value of statements—their premises and conclusions—is one factor 

that affects how people are persuaded by arguments (Nickerson et al. 135). 

Work cited 

Nickerson, Raymond
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