


 

 

The Importance of Articles 

When a writer does not make a noun plural or give it an article, this creates a    
problem for the reader. 

Max had idea. 

Does the writer mean that Max had one idea or more than one? It is impossible 
to know. Instead, the sentence should look like one of these: 

Max had the idea.   Max had an idea.   Max had ideas. 

                                                                 

Singular Nouns that Never Need Articles 

Some proper nouns do not need articles at all. 

     Huntsville, TX       Sam Houston State University         President Bob 

These nouns do not need articles because there is only one of them in the whole 
world. 

 

Note: Writers say The United States instead of just United States because 
here, the word The is not just an article. It is part of the name of the country. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


