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RATIONALE FOR DIRECTED STUDY::

The purpose of this directed study is to create a structured, academic space in which | may
pursue a familiarity with and participation in current trends in humor scholarship, with a specific
focus on theoretical analyses of starglcomedy texts. Pragmeailly, the course will culminate

in my producing an academic writing sample that will demonstrate my ability to function at a
high level within the arena of graduate and professitenal critical studies; this demonstration

is intended to facilitate mydaittance into and success within a PhD program in the field of
American Studies, Communications, or English. Less pragmatically, though perhaps more
importantly, the course is designed to intensify and formalize my efforts to understand and
critique inteligently 2 to read and respond insightfullyzgopular comedic texts, an ambition

that informs my scholarly, creative, and personal pursuits.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

x Increase understanding of academic literature concerning humor



SVSHFLDOV ~ DQG WKH E UlRBatuFep&tiormarday. ZRaly Mthoudhil wehBve

seen the end of the startklS *ERRP"~ Rl WKH HLJKWLHYVY DQG HDUO\ QLQHW
United States continue to host thousands of hours of-saadts each week. A broader

conceptualizaton o KDW SHUIRUPDQFHMIXBZRKO®VGVWHIMH WKH SU
form exponentially, as it would comfortably include sketch comedy troupes and their
SWHOHYLVXDO” DQG ILOP SURMHFWY ODWH QLJKW WDON VKR
traditional staneup acts for situation comedies and films. Stapccomedy is a cultural

phenomenon in need of deep readings and thoughtful discourse. My work for this directed study

will be done in the spirit of meeting that need, however partially itles @moaccomplish the

broader aims.

EVALUATION :
READING RESPONSESESSAYS(20% COLLECTIVELY )
To organize my experience with the readings, | will present Dr. Donahoo weekly with
informal one to threeSDJH DUJXPHQWYV LQ UHVSRQVH WR WKDW ZH
chapters. These papers will ensure some degree of comprehension and will, in some
cases, grow into more substantial portions of the longer, more formal writings. These will
not require formal evaluation beyond assessing their completion.
PRELIMINARY WRITINGS (30% COLLECTIVELY )
| will write two five-page essays in preparation for desigrthe longer, more rigorous
final paper. Each preliminary writing assignment will utilize a theoretical apparatus to
readastandKS SHUIRUPDQFH SHUIRUPHU RU SHUIRUPHUSYfV FI
FINAL PAPER (50%):
The course readings and discussions will ultimatgigrm a publishable paper of twenty
to twentyfive pages. The project will use critical works and original readings of primary
texts to defend a clear thesis designed to enhance the existing theorization-apstand
comedy as a cultural artifact of consequoe.
SEMESTER GRADING RUBRIC:
Reading Response Papers.......cccceevvveeeeeevieeeiicieeeeennn. 20% Collectively

Preliminary WIitingS........ccooeeeeiieeeieeeiiieeeieee e 30% Collectively

T L = T 1= PO 50%



WEEKLY SCHEDULE :

Dr. Donahoo and | will meet weekly to discuss readings and thoughts, according to the following
schedule.

WEEK 1-HISTORY, HUMOR & STAND-UP:

&DUUHOO $P\ B3+LVWRULFDO 9BHZV RI +XPRU "5DVNLQ
Zoglin, RichardComedy at the Edge

Knoedelseder, Williamlom Dying Up Here.

Tafoya, Eddie. Chapters 4 and 5. TafoyaldB.

WEEK 2 — PHILOSOPHY :

ORUUHDOO -RKQ 323KLORVRSK®2£2QG 5HOLJLRQ ~ 5DVNLQ
7DIR\D (GGLH 3-RNH 7k8RULHV ~ 7DIR\D

WEEK 3 - LINGUISTICS:

Attardo, 6DOYDWRUH 3% 3ULPHU IRU /LQJXISWLFV RI +XPRU “~ 5DV
ORUUHDOO -RKQ 3*9HUEDO +XPRU ZLWKRXW 6ZLWFKLQJ 6FUL:

WEEKS 4 - RHETORIC & DISCOURSE:

*UDEDQ 7DUH] 6DPUD 3%H\RQG p:LWA4EBQG 3HUVXDVLRQ 1 5D\
Wilson, Nathan AndrewwWas ThaSupposed To Be Funny?

*UHHQEDXP $Q3SBBSHOHRPHBDOQ® 5KHWRULFDO $UJXPHQW -
SHDUVRQ .\UD 3:RUGV 6KRXOG 'R WKH :RUN RI %YRPEV ~

WEEK 5— CULTURE & FOLKLORE :

OLQW] /DZHUHQFH ( 3+XPRU DQG 3B®XODU &XOWXUH ~ 5DVNL
- 36WUpQ@nedyaRFLDO DQG &XOWXUDO OHGLDWLRQ °

2ULQJ (OOLRWW 3+XPRU LQ $QWKUR&BBRORJ\ DQG )RONORUH °
-- 3-RNHV DQG WKH 'LVFRXUVH RQ 'LVDVWHU °

Dundes, Alan. Selections fro@racking Jokes

WEEK 6 — THE POSTMODERN:

Preliminary Essay 1 Due

Auslander,BKLOLS 3&RPHG\ DERXW WKH )DLOXUH RI &RPHG\ ~
Baudrillard, Jean. Fromhe Precession of Simulacraeitch 17321741.

-DPHVRQ )J)UHGHULF 33RVWPRGHUQLVP RU WKH &XOWXUDO |/
Lyotard, Jean)UDQFRLV 3'HILQLQJ WKH 3RMWPRGHUQ ~ /HLWFK
7DIR\D (GGLH 36WHYHQ PRIGHWQ BQ 6 DW KN &Y W 7D IR\D
:XVWHU 7UDF\ 3&RPHG\ -RNHV 6WHYHSGD&RAHGDQG WKH /LPL



WEEK 7 - PARODY, SATIRE , & |RONY:

+XWFKHRQ /LQGD 37K HTBRPOIitidsbE FogtnRtemBigRIEA

*UD\ -RQDWKDQ 3, QWHUWH[WXDOLW\ DQG WKH 6WXG\ RI 7H[V
&ROOHWWD /LVD 323ROLWLFDO 6DWLUH DQG 3RVWPRGHUQ ,U|
5LWFKLH 'DYBKLIWWRBHQ +XPRU DQG ,URQ\ ~

6KXJDUW +HOHQH $ 33RVWPRGHUQ WBRDWBW 6 XEYHUVLYH 5K

WEEK 8- SOCIOLOGY :

XLSHUV *LVHOLQGH 37KH 6RFLRO&RJ\ RI +XPRU ~ 5DVNLQ
6KRXVH (ULF 35ROH RI $IIHFW LQ WKH 3HUIRUPDQFH ~
Rutter, JasorStandUp as Interactior25-50.

WEEK 9 - BLACKNESS:

Preliminary Essay 2 Due

Gates, Jr., Henry RXLV 37DONLQJ % OBFN ~ /HLWFK

6PLWK %DUEDUD 37RZDUG D %ODFN-)234PLQLVW &ULWLFLVP ~
KRRNV EHOO 3:3RVWPRGHU®4%ODFNQHVV "~ /JHLWEFK
6FKXOPDQ 1RUPD 37KH +RXVH WKDW %ODFN %XLOW~

WEEK 10— GENDER:

&L[RXV +HOHQH WKH BBEXK R -2056 W F K
Butler, Judith. FronGender Trouble



WEEK






